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LOWER MANHATTAN
It All Starts Here | Fall 2012



I just went to my 30th college reunion, yet I still organize my year by 
the school calendar!  Just as I’m settling into Lower Manhattan’s great 
summer routines—eating al fresco with an after-dinner stroll along the 
Battery Park City Esplanade, snagging a lounger on the fantastic Pier 
15, taking a ferry ride to Governors Island, enjoying a River To River 
concert—fall is on the horizon. Can summer vacation be over already?
 
Alas, it is time for students both young and old to hit the books again 
in Lower Manhattan. As the fall semester begins, 60,000 students are 

returning to classes in public and independent schools in the district, from toddlers to adults 
resuming their studies.
 
Just south of Chambers Street, 8,200 pupils alone attend nine preschools, six high schools,  
and eight elementary and middle schools. In addition to the well-regarded P.S. 234, P.S. 89,  
P.S. 276 and P.S. 397, parents have increasing choices with the Blue School and Léman 
Manhattan Preparatory School and, next year, the opening of the Mandell School on  
Broad Street.
 
And, in 2015, when the Peck Slip school opens, it will be situated only a few blocks from  
the birthplace of the city’s public school system:  New York Free School No. 1 held its first 
classes in 1806 with 42 students packed into a tiny apartment on Bancker Street (now  
Madison Street) near Pearl Street.
 
Students enrolled in higher education have 10 options in the district. The Borough of 
Manhattan Community College, New York University’s School of Continuing & Professional 
Studies, and Pace University alone enroll 49,000 students. BMCC launches the academic year 
with the reopening of Fiterman Hall, which was irreparably damaged in the World Trade Center 
attacks. And more students are living here, too: Pace has three dorms, and is building two new 
ones on Broadway and Beekman Street.
 
At the Downtown Alliance, we keep tabs on the district to track the growth of all sectors, 
including education. Tracking those trends is the job of Stephanie Jennings, the Downtown 
Alliance’s Vice President for Economic Development, who’s featured in a Q & A on Page 12.
 
Whether you live, work or study here in Lower Manhattan, you have an increasingly diverse 
selection of places in which to shop and dine. You can discover a few of them in this issue, too.
 
Learning never ends, even for those of us 30 years out of school! So contrary to the advice  
I give my children, take a break from the books this fall, step outside and see how 400 years  
of history have shaped Lower Manhattan. Or better yet, bring a book; along the waterfront  
in Lower Manhattan’s parks and plazas, there are so many places to enjoy the season!

Elizabeth H. Berger

F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T { dear neighbor }

Clockwise from above: Come Out and Play Field Day 
at Governors Island; Electric Midwife by Beth Gill at 
Pier 15; Philip Glass Ensemble at Rockefeller Park; 
Underneath Where We Are by Tara O'Con at 77 Water 
Street; George Clinton and Parliament Funkadelic at 
Rockefeller Park; Le Grand ContinentalTM by Sylvain 
Émard Danse at Pier 17 at the Seaport.

Scenes from the 11th Annual  
River To River Festival®
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 � Check out our website, DowntownNY.com
 � Follow us on Twitter @DowntownNYC
 � Become a fan at Facebook.com/Downtown.Alliance
 � Read our blog, Lower Manhattan Diary, at blog.DowntownNY.com
 � Visit Foursquare.com and search Alliance for Downtown New York
 �  Subscribe to our email list to receive e-newsletters and event  

announcements at DowntownNY.com. We’ll keep you informed  
about all that’s happening in Lower Manhattan.

 � Download our iPhone app from the iTunes App Store

Silverstein Properties Celebrates  
Topping Out of Steel at 4 World Trade Center

In June, Silverstein Properties President  
and CEO Larry A. Silverstein was joined  
by approximately 1,000 construction  
workers and other New York government, 
civic and business leaders at a topping  
out ceremony marking the completion of 
steel erection for the new 4 World Trade 
Center—the first office tower that will be  
completed and opened on the original  
16-acre World Trade Center site. The final 
steel beam was raised 977 feet in the air  
and placed atop the 75-story tower.

“The topping out of 4 World Trade Center represents another milestone in the effort 
to create a new, dynamic World Trade Center at the heart of a resurgent downtown,” 
Silverstein said. “This neighborhood has undergone a remarkable transformation 
into a one-of-a-kind model of sustainable urban development. Over the past decade, 
the number of people living downtown has doubled. We have the best mass transit 
network, new parks and schools, and the densest concentration of green buildings  
of anywhere in the world.  That is why Lower Manhattan is fast becoming the location 
of choice for all kinds of creative companies, as well as the financial powerhouses  
of Wall Street.”

Designed by Pritzker Prize-winning Japanese 
architect Fumihiko Maki, 4 World Trade Center 
was designed to have an abstract quality— 
minimal, light, cool in color, and ephemeral, 
changing with the light of day. The fourth tallest 
skyscraper on the World Trade Center site,  
4 WTC will include 72 office floors that total 
approximately 2.3 million square feet.  

A quarter of the office space is slated to become the new headquarters of the Port 
Authority of New York & New Jersey.  Another 600,000 square feet will be occupied 
by the City of New York. The podium base of 4 WTC is made up of the ground floor, 
plus two levels above grade and two floors below grade that are dedicated for retail 
use —restaurants, shops and boutiques of every kind. 

WilmerHale Partners with Downtown Alliance and  
Sponsors Expansive Lower Manhattan Wi-Fi Network

To show its commitment to the Lower Manhattan 
community, the law firm Wilmer Cutler Pickering 
Hale and Dorr LLP (WilmerHale) has become 
an official sponsor of the Downtown Alliance  
and a co-presenting sponsor of the Downtown 
Alliance’s free Wi-Fi network. Currently, there are 
more than a dozen hotspots below Chambers 
Street, covering 715,000 square feet—the  
rough equivalent of 17 football fields. This  
new partnership was initiated as WilmerHale  

relocated to state-of-the-art, LEED-certified offices at 7 World Trade Center.

“This cost- and energy-efficient building helps us control costs for our clients, while  
the important technological and workspace improvements enhance the quality of life 
for all of our colleagues. We are proud to be part of the growth of the Lower Manhattan 
business district,” said Susan Murley, Co-Managing Partner of WilmerHale.

In 2003, the Downtown Alliance pioneered the city’s most extensive, free, public Wi-Fi 
initiative. In 2011, more than 230,000 devices connected to the Downtown Alliance 
network. In 2012, there was a 32% increase in connections from 2011, including 
almost 9,000 connections alone at the Plaza at 7 World Trade Center. 

Downtown Alliance-sponsored hotspots are free for all users. Those using smart-
phones, laptops, and tablets with wireless capabilities can automatically connect  
to any of the Downtown Alliance’s wireless networks. 

WilmerHale's new offices at 7 World Trade Center provide technologically advanced and 
collaborative space, which will further enhance its ability to provide clients with the 
highest quality services. WilmerHale is the first major law firm to move from Midtown to 
Downtown since 9/11.

what’s up
DOWNTOWN

what’s up
DOWNTOWN

FIND OUT WHAT’S GOING ON IN LOWER MANHATTAN

} Scan this 2-D barcode  
for information on all things  
Lower Manhattan

Credit: Joe Woolhead
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spotlight
ON BUSINESS

RAY’S BARBERSHOP
46 Park Place | 212.233.9233

Ray’s, which has a location on Chambers 
Street, has a new outpost at Park Place 
and Church Street that is now serving 
customers. The space was a bare canvas 
when they rented it, but months and a 
complete overhaul later, the interior is a 
sleeker, masculine version of the  
classic barber shop.

Owner Ray Tahlov and his team paid  
attention to every detail down to the 
barber chairs, a brand that is no longer manufactured. He found the chairs, which were 
in very poor shape, in different states, and restored them to top condition. “Everything 
you see here is custom-made,” he said.

Services include a haircut, shampoo, beard trim and shaves. Additionally, all haircuts 
include hot towel and neck shaves.

BLUE SPOON COFFEE COMPANY
90 William Street | 212.809.8880 
76 Chambers Street | 212.619.7230 
www.bluespooncoffee.com 

Blue Spoon Coffee Company—a favorite among  
the government crowd and residents on the go— 
has opened a second outpost in Lower Manhattan  
to satisfy all of your caffeine and lunch cravings. 

Eager to leave her desk job in public relations, owner 
and native New Yorker Heather Teegarden opened 
her first store right after September 11, assuming the 
lease of a struggling tea shop on Chambers Street. 

“It’s been such a great ride,” said Teegarden. “There 
is such an amazing sense of community here. I love my regular customers and am so 
excited to be recreating this energy at our new location on William Street!” 

Featuring the same menu as the original Chambers Street location and a little more 
space, the independently owned café offers direct-trade Intelligentsia coffee and tea  
as well as New York bagels and sandwiches served on ciabatta bread. The popular 
lunch menu also includes several fresh salads, a rotating soup selection, and pastries 
from Balthazar and other local bakeries (chocolate chip cookies are homemade).  
The tuna and turkey pesto pressed sandwiches are not to be missed!

spotlight
ON BUSINESS

Yushi Executive Chef Danny Lachs took a trip to Thailand when  
he needed inspiration for pad thai. It’s this passion and attention  
to detail that’s making Yushi a popular dining destination in Lower 
Manhattan. For this location, Lachs said he and owner Luke Fryer 
wanted to expand to include a build-your-own-meal bar. 

Customers can get pre-packaged food, made fresh daily, or they  
can choose from the bar, which includes protein options such as  
tofu, chicken, beef and pork, a base of rice or bok choy-salad,  
plus vegetable options to complete the bowl. Choose a sauce such  
as the orange sesame vinaigrette to top it all off.

“People can come in three days a week and get a totally different 
experience,” Lachs said.

The kitchen doesn’t stop at Thai influences; it also pulls in Chinese, 
Japanese and Vietnamese flavors. Customers can order sushi, pot 
stickers and several kinds of bahn mi sandwiches. 

YUSHI ASIAN KITCHEN
100 Maiden Lane 
212.742.2150 
www.yushi.com

THE LEARNING EXPERIENCE  
CHILDREN’S ACADEMY 
20 West Street (Entrance on 28 Washington Street) 
212.797.1110 
www.thelearningexperience.com

Bubbles the elephant roams the halls, walls are  
decorated with crayon drawings and fairy tale themes, 
and everyone gets a nap. This is the blissful life of a child 
enrolled at The Learning Experience, a child care center 
and pre-school for children ages six weeks to six years old.  

This school isn’t just about naps and snacks though. Jennifer Murray, Vice President of 
Regional Center Operations, said instruction is based on a full curriculum that focuses on 
every area of the child’s development, including cognitive, social and emotional, fine motor 
and gross motor skills and artistic expression. Activities are also play-based, and teach 
children how to explore and learn from their natural environments. At each stage of devel-
opment, children are preparing for the next level, whether they are just spending time on 
their tummy-building strength, getting potty-trained or learning words in Spanish, Mandarin 
or sign language.

Though the academy has more than 100 locations throughout the country, the West Street 
location is the first in Manhattan. The founders of the academy also have more than 30 
years’ experience in the child care and pre-kindergarten business, and developed The 
Learning Experience Academic Program (LEAP), which consists of classes separated by 
chronological and developmental stages. 

“We’re a very bright, friendly, cheerful space for children to grow with qualified, professional 
staff,” Murray said. “We have the backings of a professional corporation, but have a family 
feel once you get inside the center.” 

DowntownNY.com  |  Page 7 Page 6  |  DowntownNY.com  



spotlight
ON BUSINESS

This full-service restaurant, situated just off the lobby of 
the Conrad New York Hotel, has an extensive menu and 
peaceful atmosphere that’s ideal for entertaining clients, 
enjoying a relaxing weekend brunch or bringing a date. 

To start, try an Ahi tuna crudo or a radicchio and endive 
salad. Main dishes include an orecchiette pasta with 
Long Island duck sausage, a stone-fired organic chicken 
and a prime New York strip. For dessert, try the pistachio 
profiteroles, salted peanut gelato or a chocolate panna 
cotta with amarena cherries. The menu changes  
seasonally, so check back often.

Atrio is also serious about its wines. The restaurant offers 
a “Wine of the Month Special” and features new wines 
in its enomatic wine system selected by neighbor Vintry 
Fine Wines. Additionally, the restaurant is bringing in live 
music every other week on Thursday evenings beginning 
in September. 

ATRIO
Conrad New York Hotel 
102 North End Avenue | 646.769.4250 
www.conradnewyork.com

spotlight
ON BUSINESS

Cohen’s is known for a few things, 
including speedy service and affordable 
prices, but at the Maiden Lane location, 
customers also come for a huge selec-
tion of high-end designer frames, many 
of which are hard to find elsewhere. 

Among the designers Cohen’s carries 
are Tory Burch, Martin & Martin, Calvin 
Klein, Giorgio Armani, Tom Ford, Fendi, 
Prada, Versace, Michael Kors, Burberry 
and Tag Heuer.

The Cohen’s brand has been around for about 100 years, and the Maiden Lane store 
has been serving customers in Lower Manhattan for 15 years, said Manager Alice 
Ahmia. She said the store offers medical exams and contact lens exams in addition to 
the regular exam and has a wide variety of sunglasses to choose from as well. Frame 
and lens packages start at $99 and exams start at $45. 

Accents, the gift shop in the lobby of the Conrad 
New York Hotel, is so appealing and versatile that 
local residents and workers often join hotel guests 
in shopping there. 

The merchandise gives a nod to the city, with 
New York collectibles, and also includes unique 
pieces you won’t find in your average gift shop 
catering to the traveler, such as jewelry, baby 
clothes, etc. 

Among the more popular pieces is a “Climbing 
Man” sculpture, which features a lone figure climbing up a braided rope. The piece 
has a dark bronze finish and is mounted on a wall. It’s also one of the few items in 
the store that can’t be packed in a suitcase to take back home.    

ACCENTS
Conrad New York Hotel 
102 North End Avenue | 212.945.0100 
www.conradnewyork.com

COHEN’S  FASHION OPTICAL 
33 Maiden Lane  | 212.232.0065 
www.cohensfashionoptical.com

DOWNTOWN PHARMACY
165 William Street | 212.233.0333 
www.downtownpharmacy.com

Downtown Pharmacy has everything customers 
might expect at a full-service pharmacy, and a few 
special perks they wouldn’t, such as free, speedy, 
home delivery around the district. 

Downtown Pharmacy carries many hard-to-find items, 
such as breastfeeding products made by the brands 
Medela and Ameda, which are becoming popular as 
more and more families move to the neighborhood. 

The pharmacy also offers notary public services and money orders and goes out of its way 
to contact doctors in order to keep up-to-date on prescriptions or changes. 

You never have to wait long for your prescription to be filled and lines move quickly— 
the goal is to keep the wait time to five minutes or less.  

The pharmacy will order products so they are available the same or next day, and also offers 
compounding services for customers who can’t take medicines in certain forms. It’s this 
attention to detail and friendly customer service that keeps people coming back.
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upcoming
EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

what’s
THAT?

TASTE OF THE SEAPORT
South Street Seaport 
www.sprucestreetnyc.org 
Sunday, September 30  |  11am - 4pm 

Enjoy an autumnal festival of food and community to raise funds for 
Spruce Street School, P.S. 397. Local merchants present culinary tastings 
in an outdoor event on historic South Street Seaport property. Musical  
entertainment, free children’s activities plus a special booth run by 
Spruce students will add to the family-fun day. 

CIRCLE OF DANCE
The Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian 
One Bowling Green  |  www.americanindian.si.edu 
Opens October 6 

Featuring social and ceremonial dances from throughout the Americas,  
the exhibition will illuminate the significance of each dance and highlight 
the unique characteristics of its movements and music. 

 

FORGOTTEN LAUGHTER: COMEDY FROM THE SILENT ERA
BMCC Tribeca Performing Arts Center 
199 Chambers Street  |  www.tribecapac.org 
Tuesday, October 23  |  7:30pm

Charlie Chaplin was surely one of the greatest geniuses in cinematic history.  
This program will feature some of his best works as well as brilliant films 
including artists such as Harold Lloyd, Bert Williams, and Charlie Chase.  
 

HALLOWEEN FOR KIDS
The New York City Police Museum 
100 Old Slip  |  www.nycpm.org 
Saturday, October 27  |  11am - 2pm

Halloween features gooey and creepy  
hands-on activities for children, including  
making "slime", and decorating trick-or-treat  
bags. There will be lots of trick-or-treating and  
giveaways as well as Halloween safety tips  
for parents. This event is perfect for families  
with children ages three to 12 years old.

Exciting things are happening along the 
Canyon of Heroes. Images of some notable 
American athletes who have been feted down 
New York City’s historic parade route are  
now on display outside of Lower Manhattan’s 
Woolworth Building. Additionally, the New 
York Giants have made their second mark  
on Broadway, with a black granite strip  

embedded in the sidewalk outside the building honoring their 2012  
Super Bowl victory.

Collaborating with The Witkoff Group, property owners of the renowned Wool-
worth Building, the Downtown Alliance has unveiled several large-scale images 
from ticker tape parades of years past. This project is a test pilot for a possible 
new initiative to utilize vacant retail spaces as an opportunity to highlight the 
historic events that have occurred in Lower Manhattan while helping to market 
and maximize these vacant spaces. The images, many of which are sourced 
from New York City Municipal Archives and feature famous American athletes, 
are located in ground-floor windows of the famed Lower Manhattan property 
and along scaffolding temporarily flanking the building. 

The ticker tape tradition – a quintessential New York celebration – began 
in 1886 to mark the unveiling of the Statue of Liberty. Ticker tape parades–
more than 200 in total – have since honored the likes of Winston Churchill in 
1946, Nelson Mandela in 1990 and the New York Yankees countless times. 

The Downtown Alliance in 2003 launched its program to commemorate the 
parades with a series of granite strips set in chronological order every 20 feet 
along the traditional parade route from Battery Park to City Hall, with room for 
many more. The strips identify each parade and cite the achievements of the 
honorees, a group that also includes pioneers of air and space travel, soldiers, 
sailors, generals, sea captains, heads of state and royalty, journalists, firefight-
ers and a prize-winning concert pianist.

As pedestrians glance down to read the names of honorees etched into the 
sidewalk strips, a popular history of the United States and a timeline of Lower 
Manhattan begins to emerge. 

The Broadway Canyon of Heroes walk is part of the Downtown Alliance’s 
Streetscape Program, which redesigned the look of the area's streets in  
accordance with a plan cited by the city's Art Commission for uniqueness  
and elegance.

WOOLWORTH BUILDING MAKES  
A HEROIC FASHION STATEMENT
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As Vice President for Economic Development 
of the Downtown Alliance, Stephanie Jennings 
oversees research projects that examine the 
demographics of Lower Manhattan, from the 
commercial diversification of industries to 
growth in the residential, retail and tourism 
sectors. The 31-year-old Allentown, PA, native 
has worked at the Downtown Alliance for  
five years.

Why did you want to join the Downtown Alliance? 
I’ve always been interested in transforming 
communities. The Downtown Alliance offered a 
chance to be part of the transformation of the 
nation’s fourth-largest business district—an area 
that is tremendously dynamic.

What exactly do you do at the Downtown Alliance? 
Mostly research and economic development; 
they’re part and parcel. We do research not  
just to understand what’s happening in Lower 

Manhattan and respond accordingly, but so we can tell the story of the neighbor-
hood's evolution and promote the district to residents, visitors, businesses and  
their employees.

What was one of the most rewarding experiences you’ve had here?
Last year, I led a team in producing the State of Lower Manhattan 2011, the  
definitive report assessing a decade of progress within the district’s real estate 
market and economy.

So how has Lower Manhattan changed over the last 10 years?
The industries are more diverse, employment has increased, the residential population 
has more than doubled, and tourism has grown by leaps and bounds. Those changes 
have made the sidewalks active later and on the weekends and drawn a new mix of 
stores and restaurants. 

When I started in 2007, there was the lingering impression of post-9/11 recovery, 
despite the fact that “the numbers” all indicated the district had recovered. Since then, 
the district weathered the Great Recession well, and the progress of the World Trade 
Center and other developments have all contributed to a new feeling of optimism, op-
portunity, and excitement about the future. 

What’s your favorite lunch spot? 
Pier 15.

What do you tell friends who want to visit Lower Manhattan? 
Walk the waterfront! 

Kim L. Bertin | Hon. Michael R. Bloomberg | Peter Braus | Harry Bridgwood | Mark E. Brooks 
Hon. Margaret S. Chin | Betty Cohen | John V. Connorton, Jr. | Charles C. Dorego | K. Thomas Elghanayan 
David. V. Fowler | Rachelle Friedman | Stephen J. Friedman | Timur F. Galen | Robert J. Giuffra, Jr. 
Stanley E. Grayson | Francis J. Greenburger | John K. Halvey | Gayle M. Horwitz | Thomas M. Hughes 
Hon. Catherine McVay Hughes | Richard T. Kennedy | Stephen Lefkowitz | Janno Lieber | Hon. John C. Liu  
Reverend Canon Anne Mallonee | Ross F. Moskowitz | Cherrie Nanninga | Dr. Antonio Perez | Peter Poulakakos  
Mitchell E. Rudin | William C. Rudin | Frank J. Sciame | Alan M. Scott | Michael A. Skidmore | Allan G. Sperling 
Hon. Scott M. Stringer | Kent M. Swig | Philippe Visser | Commissioner Robert W. Walsh 
Robert R. Douglass – Chairman | Elizabeth H. Berger –President

ALLIANCE FOR DOWNTOWN NEW YORK | BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Q&A with Solomon Woods,  
Doorman, Conrad New York Hotel

How long have you worked  
in Lower Manhattan? 
I have been working within Lower Manhattan  
for over 17 years.

How have you seen the neighborhood  
change during the time you have  
worked here? 
There is so much more to do, whether  
it’s listening to a concert in the World  
Financial Plaza or strolling through the  
Esplanade viewing the amazing sculptures  
and public art. The biggest change is that  
Lower Manhattan has become more  
community-oriented.

What is the most rewarding part of your job? 
Working in the service field, I’ve had many  
opportunities to create positive experiences with 
people. If our guests have had a long office day or a hectic airport experience or just 
a wild taxi ride, when the guest walks into the Conrad New York Hotel, it's my ability to 
turn their negative day into a positive one. 

What is your favorite aspect of the new Conrad Hotel?  
Our rooftop bar–the Loopy Doopy bar–offers a unique, intimate vibe. It also  
has spectacular sunset views overlooking the Hudson River. 

Who is the most interesting person you have assisted in your tenure  
at this establishment?  
It would be unfair to name one but I would say the Conrad has hosted many  
celebrities and athletes. You never know who you will run into at the Conrad.

STEPHANIE JENNINGS SOLOMON WOODS
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