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Alliance for Downtown New York Displays New Holiday Lights  
Designed by Lower Manhattan’s Cooper Robertson 

 

New design captures hope of the holiday season and Lower Manhattan’s vibrancy and excitement  
 

 

(December 8, 2015) – The Alliance for Downtown New York has kicked off Lower Manhattan’s holiday season 

with the display of new holiday lights throughout the district. The 200 lights have been installed along Lower 

Manhattan’s streets and will remain on display throughout the season.  
 

The new design was developed by Lower Manhattan architecture and design firm Cooper Robertson and was 

selected as the winner among several entries to a design contest held this past spring. Cooper Robertson’s 

design embraced the concept of the star as a symbol of guidance and hope. The 7-pointed star is meant to 

connect New York’s and Lower Manhattan’s diverse population and orients itself slightly off of true north at 

the same angle as the island of Manhattan.  
 

 
 

“These lights are inspiring and a beauty to see along the streets of Lower Manhattan,” said Downtown Alliance 

President Jessica Lappin. “They instill a wonderful sense of hope during the holiday season, for residents, 

workers and visitors alike. We thank Cooper Robertson for this very special contribution to our neighborhood 

and community.” 
 

“Designing the new holiday lights was an incredible way to commemorate our new location in Lower 

Manhattan and our long history of work in the neighborhood,” said Cooper Robertson partner and design 

director Earl Jackson, AIA. 



 

 

 

The 200 lights are currently installed at the following locations: 
 

 
 

The Downtown Alliance first installed the lights in the mid-1990’s as a way to help brighten downtown during 

the holiday season. They were created to look like shooting stars, and the same design has been in use for 

more than ten years. Earlier this year, the Alliance launched a competition for new ideas to reimagine the 

lights. A total of seven architecture firms submitted proposals, from which Cooper Robertson’s was ultimately 

selected.  
  

The mission of the Alliance for Downtown New York is to provide service, advocacy, research and information to advance Lower Manhattan as a global 

model of a 21st century Central Business District for businesses, residents and visitors. The Downtown Alliance manages the Downtown-Lower 

Manhattan Business Improvement District (BID), serving an area roughly from City Hall to the Battery, from the East River to West Street. For more 

information visit www.downtownny.com 
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