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STATEMENT FROM JESSICA LAPPIN,  

PRESIDENT OF THE ALLIANCE FOR DOWNTOWN NEW YORK,  

ON ADMINISTRATION’S PLANS FOR CDBG MONIES GOING TO  

SANDY-IMPACTED NEIGHBORHOODS 

 
(December 19, 2014) – "Today’s announcement is disappointing news for Lower Manhattan, which was certainly 

hit hard during Hurricane Sandy. We would have liked to have seen a greater commitment to the area in this 

plan amendment.  

  

Lower Manhattan is home to approximately 60,000 residents, 300,000 workers and a thousand small 

businesses.  It also welcomes millions of visitors each year who help grow our entire city's economy.   

  

New Yorkers from all over the city – from Morrisania to Long Island City to Flatbush to Stapleton – are employed 

here.  Investing in resiliency measures to protect the fourth largest central business district in the United States 

would have economic and social benefits that extend far beyond the one square mile of Lower Manhattan. 

 

Of course, the Rockaways, Hunts Point, Sawmill Creek and other Sandy impacted areas targeted by this plan 

need help, planning and investment – but so does Lower Manhattan. 

  

We are the front door to New York Harbor and are highly susceptible to future flooding. The failure to 

adequately account for the area's needs in this plan is a lost opportunity." 
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