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The opening of the National September 11 Memorial 
Museum in May was a pivotal and intensely emotional 
occasion — a mixture of unbearable sadness and 
profound triumph. 

With the museum’s opening, much of the fencing  
around the National September 11 Memorial, which  
opened in 2011, has now come down. It is wonderful  
to see the World Trade Center site — a cornerstone  
of Lower Manhattan — continue to reemerge and  
become reintegrated into the surrounding area.   
The site is intrinsically tied to the identity and ongoing 
transformation of this dynamic neighborhood.

Everywhere you look in Lower Manhattan, there are signs of progress and new  
life. The MTA’s much-anticipated Fulton transit center is opening this summer.  
A revitalized Pier A — which will feature a 28,000-square-foot complex with a 
biergarten, oyster bar, restaurant and an outdoor promenade  — will enliven 
the southernmost tip of Manhattan within the next few months. A significantly 
renovated Governor s Island, with 30 acres of new parks and green space, is  
now open to the public seven days a week.  The new Hudson Eats dining terrace 
at Brookfield Place is now open, offering a host of chef-driven eateries. And much, 
much more is on the way.

This summer promises a bevy of exciting events. On June 19th and July 17th,  
at Water Street and Coenties Slip, we are teaming up with Grow NYC to host  
Pop-Up Night Markets.  The markets are part of a special series of summer  
activities on Water Street called "Game On!" Stay tuned for more details. 

To support hospitality and tourism throughout Lower Manhattan, the Downtown 
Alliance has developed a new initiative called Lower Manhattan Tuesdays.  
Between May 27th and September 30th, we are encouraging visitors, local residents 
and workers to make the most of a wide variety of restaurants, bars, hotels and shops  
by offering special incentives and deals at 60 spots throughout the neighborhood. 
As part of the program, the National September 11 Memorial Museum will be 
free every Tuesday evening from 5 – 8 P.M.  You can learn about more offers at 
lowermanhattantuesdays.com. 

The changes taking place in Lower Manhattan are wide-ranging and inspiring.  
I took the helm at the Downtown Alliance in February, and it is a great privilege to 
lead this organization at such a momentous time in the district’s history. I believe  
we stand at a crossroads — a time of unparalleled opportunity. At the Alliance, we  
will continue to do everything we can to seize this extraordinary moment. 

Jessica Lappin, 
President  

Scenes from our  
Spring Green Around  
Lower Manhattan  
event 2014 

F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T { dear neighbor }
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spotlight
ON BUSINESS

Paris comes to Chambers Street! 
Billed as New York’s “first Parisian 
neo-bistro,” this elegant wine bar 
and restaurant offers fresh, seasonal 
cuisine from a Michelin-starred 
chef.  “When it comes to food, we 
have a simple philosophy: ingredients 
are the stars,” the website says. The 
wine list features natural, organic, 
and biodynamic wines from small 
French growers. 

ROBUSTA  ESPRESSO BAR
7 Hanover Square 
212.797-9797 | robustaespressobar.com

RACINES NY
94 Chambers St. 
646.644.6255 | www.racinesny.com

Looking for a “pure coffee experi-
ence”? Try Robusta Espresso Bar, 
which uses premium wood-roasted 
espresso beans from Italian roast-
er Anèri. When you walk into this 
bright, calming space, the owners 

want you to momentarily forget you are “actually on a lunch or coffee break, to 
forget about [your] office routine and simply relax and enjoy the moment.” Make 
sure to try one of their scrumptious baked goods or sandwiches and salads.

CITY SPORTS
50 Broadway 
212.392.5150 | www.citysports.com

The well-known sporting goods  
store, which opened its Lower Manhat-
tan location in March 2013, offers 
premium brands and authentic niche 
products. Every Tuesday at 6 P.M., it 
also offers a chance to shed your work 
shoes and run around Lower Manhat-
tan. Membership in the “City Sports 
Run Club” is free, and everyone is 
welcome. The store also provides a 
secure place to store your belongings 
during the run. Starting on June 4, 
City Sports will also offer “boot camp” 
classes at 6 P.M. on Wednesdays. 
Learn more at: citysportsblog.com/
run-club/50-broadway-run-club-nyc. 

SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS

Cream stouts, imperial stouts, dry 
stouts, sweet stouts, oatmeal stouts 
— if you are a fan of stouts, you’ll 
find what you’re looking for at Stout 
NYC. The popular restaurant pub in 
Herald Square recently opened up a 
Lower Manhattan location on John 
Street. In addition to stouts and 
many other beers, there is a hearty 
menu with burgers, oysters and a 
raw bar. With high ceilings and lots 
of ambience,  Stout NYC makes for a 
nice lunch spot or after-work drink. 

STOUT NYC
90 John Street 
212.240.9122 | stoutnyc.com

HORN BLOWER CRUISES AND EVENTS
Pier 15 South Street 
212.206.7522 | hornblowernewyork.com/pier15.

How are your sea legs?  
Hornblower Cruises & Events,  
the largest private passenger 
vessel company in the U.S., is 
now offering cruises from Pier 15 
at the South Street Seaport. The 

“Alive After Five” cruise, from 6 P.M. 
to 8 P.M. Tuesday through Sunday, 
lets you take in the city skyline at 
sunset while sipping a drink.  

Or try the “Rock the Yacht” cruise, from 9 P.M. to Midnight Tuesday through  
Saturday, which features local musical acts, dancing and glittering night views.  
Food and beverage packages are available. For more information, go to:  
hornblowernewyork.com/pier15. 
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what’s up
DOWNTOWN

FIREWORKS RETURN TO EAST RIVER 
In 2009, the Macy’s Fourth of July fireworks were "temporarily" moved  
from the East River to the Hudson River to celebrate the 400th anniversary 
of Henry Hudson’s arrival in Manhattan. The move made it difficult for many 
New Yorkers to enjoy the spectacular celebration. 

Mayor De Blasio was among the public officials who advocated for moving 
the fireworks back to the East River. The Downtown Alliance was also part  
of a chorus of voices urging the pyrotechnic show to resume on the east 
side. De Blasio announced on April 14 that the celebration will return.

The pyrotechnics will be set off from barges in the river and from atop the 
Brooklyn Bridge. Prime viewing spots will include Brooklyn Bridge Park, the 
Brooklyn Heights Promenade and, of course, many locations along the East 
River in Lower Manhattan.

GOVERNORS ISLAND GETS A MAKEOVER 
Just 800 yards from Manhattan, 
Governors Island is one of New 
York’s great outdoor experiences.  
A former military base, the island 
is undergoing an extensive 
renovation. On May 24, New 
Yorkers were able to explore 30 
acres of new parks as well as a 
92-acre historic district featuring 

the island’s original buildings. For the first time ever, the island is now open 
seven days a week, with an expanded ferry service. To learn more, please 
visit: www.govisland.com. 

NEW YORK WATER TAXI
199 Vesey Street (World Financial Center)  
212.742-1969 | www.nywatertaxi.com

There is a new way to get to Lower Manhattan 
— via the mighty Hudson River. Since 2002, 
New York Water Taxi’s fleet of black-and-
yellow checkered boats have provided tours, 
cruises and commuter services along New 

York City waterways. Now, for the first time, the company is offering a west 
side ferry service from Pier 84 in Hudson River Park at 44th Street to the 
World Financial Center in Lower Manhattan. Talk about a civilized commute! 
The ferries run north and south, and the ride takes about 15 minutes each 
way. Tickets are available on board and cost $4.50 each way or $8.00 round 
trip. For schedules, go to: nywatertaxi.com/tours/westside-ferry.

spotlight
ON BUSINESS

Prepare to have your senses overwhelmed.  
Philadelphia rock star restaurateur Stephen  
Starr has brought his popular Mexican-American 
restaurant El Vez to Lower Manhattan. El Vez is 
casual yet contemporary, offering a fusion of Mexican 
and Mexican-American culture. The 190-seat 
restaurant also has outdoor seating, a large bar, a 

photo booth and a burrito bar for food on the go. The extensive menu includes 
guacamoles, ceviche, tacos, quesadillas and enchiladas – all made from 
scratch. The bar includes a wide variety of creative cocktails, signature  
margaritas, and an immense selection of 150 mezcals and tequilas.

EL VEZ
259 Vesey Street, Battery Park City 
212.233.2500 | elveznyc.com

�� Check out our website, DowntownNY.com
�� Follow us on Twitter @DowntownNYC
�� "Like" us at Facebook.com/Downtown.Alliance
�� Read our blog at blog.DowntownNY.com
�� �Visit Foursquare.com and search Alliance for Downtown New York
�� �Subscribe to our email list to receive e-newsletters and event  

announcements at DowntownNY.com
�� Follow us on Instragram at DowntownNYC
�� Follow us on Pinterest
�� Download our apps from the iTunes App Store or the Google Play Store 

FIND OUT WHAT’S GOING ON IN LOWER MANHATTAN
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SEPTEMBER 11 MUSEUM OPENS 

President Barack Obama spoke of loss and sacrifice at a poignant and  
somber dedication ceremony for The National September 11 Memorial 
Museum on May 15. 

“Here, at this memorial, this museum, we come together,” Obama said.  
“We stand in the footprints of two mighty towers graced by the rush of  
eternal waters. We look into the faces of nearly 3,000 innocent souls,  
men and women and children of every race, every creed, from every  
corner of the world.” 

The museum, which opened to the public on May 21, honors the nearly  
3,000 people who died and all of those who risked their lives to save others  
in the attacks on September 11, 2001 and on February 26, 1993. The New 
York Times’ Holland Cotter wrote that the museum was “emotionally over-
whelming” and “has done something powerful.” Denis Hamill, in The New 
York Daily News, wrote that the museum was “put together with respect, 

what’s up
DOWNTOWN

} Scan this 2-D barcode  
for information on all things  
Lower Manhattan

heartfelt emotion, and a dignified beauty.” Now, New Yorkers and other 
Americans can experience it for themselves. 

Located in the heart of the World Trade Center site, the 110,000-square-
foot facility will serve as America’s primary institution for documenting 
and examining the events of September 11, 2001. The story of 9/11  
will be told through multimedia displays, archives, narratives and a  
collection of monumental and authentic artifacts. The Museum’s central 
exhibitions are located seven stories below ground, so visitors are able  
to stand in the very space where the Twin Towers once stood. There are 
two main exhibition spaces. The memorial exhibition, which is located on 
the footprint of the South Tower, commemorates the 2,983 victims that 
were killed in both attacks. The historical exhibition, located on the  
footprint of the North Tower, studies the day of the attacks, the events 
that preceded them, and the impact of 9/11 on today’s world.

The Port Authority plans to remove much of the fencing around the  
September 11 Memorial Plaza this year. The plaza will be open on  
West Street, the south end along Liberty Street and a portion of Greenwich 
Street. The Memorial, which opened to the public in September 2011, 
has drawn more than 11 million visitors since it began operating.

The Museum is also offering different levels of annual membership:  
individual, dual, family, visionary, contributor, and patron’s circle.  
Membership includes free, unlimited yearly admission to the Museum  
for one adult at least 18 years old. 

Ticket purchases also include access to the 9/11 Memorial.  
The museum will be free from 5 – 8 P.M. every Tuesday evening —  
a special offer organized in conjunction with the Downtown Alliance’s 
Lower Manhattan Tuesdays. To learn more and make a reservation, go 
to:  www.911memorial.org.

WHAT’S UP DOWNTOWN
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RIVER TO RIVER FESTIVAL 
Throughout Lower Manhattan, south of Chambers St.  
lmcc.net/program/river-to-river  
June 19–29

11 days, 35 projects and more than 90 artists — the 13th annual River to River  
arts festival promises something fun for every sense and sensibility. Since 2002, 
this premier event has been woven into the cultural fabric of Lower Manhattan. 
Organized by the Lower Manhattan Cultural Council, the series will include  
performances, exhibitions, talks, walks, installations, works-in-progress showings 
and social gatherings, all varying in scale. To learn more, go to: rivertorivernyc.com.

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUMS 
At participating museums 
Tuesday, June 24 | 4:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M.

As part of the River to River Festival, 13 Lower Manhattan museums and cultural  
institutions will offer free special programming from 4 – 8 P.M. on June 24.  
Participating institutions include: the 9/11 Memorial Museum (make sure to  
reserve tickets online), the African Burial Ground National Monument, the Anne 
Frank Center USA, the Museum of Jewish Heritage—A Living Memorial to the  
Holocaust, the 9/11 Tribute Center, the National Museum of the American  
Indian–New York, the National Archives at New York City, Federal Hall National  
Memorial, the Museum of American Finance, Fraunces Tavern Museum, the  
Skyscraper Museum, South Street Seaport Museum, and Wall Street Walks.  
To learn more, go to: rivertorivernyc.com.

GAME ON! 
Along Water Street 
Throughout the Summer months

Get your game face on! Throughout the summer months, the Downtown Alliance  
is teaming up with local partners to host a special series of games, events and 
activities along Water Street. Called “Game On!” the series will feature two Pop-Up 
Night Markets on June 19th and July 17th at Water Street and Coenties Slip.  
Organized by GrowNYC, the markets will offer fresh, local produce from Noon  
to 8 p.m. Between 4 and 8 p.m., local restaurants will also serve prepared foods  
alongside live music and an outdoor seating area. And there’s much, much   
more to come. Check our website in the coming weeks for more details. 

upcoming 
HIGHLIGHTS

DowntownNY.com  |  Page 9

DINE     |    SHOP     |    EXPLORE

Head to Lower Manhattan for discounts  

every Tuesday from over 60 participating 

partners including restaurants, retailers,  

museums and more.

PLAN YOUR VISIT AT LOWERMANHATTANTUESDAYS.COM

Redemption codes available on our website and with your  
confirmed reservation to the 9/11 Memorial Museum on  
every Tuesday between May 27- September 30.

IN ASSOCIATION  
WITH:

IN ASSOCIATION 
WITH:
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Q&A WITH SAM MILLER,  
PRESIDENT OF THE LOWER MANHATTAN  
CULTURAL COUNCIL

Sarita Dan brings a world of experience  
to Lower Manhattan. She promoted 
tourism development for a luxury hotel 
group and tour operator in La Paz, Bolivia, 
developed a food destination program for 
the Israeli Ministry of Tourism and served 
as the production coordinator at a full  
service photography agency. In February, 
she started working for the Downtown  
Alliance as the Director of Strategic  
Marketing and Tourism. 

What made you want to work  
with the Downtown Alliance? 
I was really eager to work in a place that 
does such diverse programming for a 
neighborhood in the midst of an incredible 
evolution. From the job description, I knew 
I’d be able to draw upon a number of my 
diverse interests and talents, which is 
always exciting. 

Can you describe your position?
I work on a lot of different marketing  
and tourism programming. Basically,  
how to brand Lower Manhattan under  
one umbrella that serves the needs of  
the three communities we work with:  
workers, residents and tourists.  

What is the best part of your job? 
The best part of my job by far is the 
chance to work in such a dynamic  
neighborhood at a time of very exciting 
change. Lower Manhattan has been  
playing a waiting game for the last  

decade, and now all these great projects 
that have been in the works are finally 
coming online. It’s really one of the last 
undiscovered neighborhoods in NYC. 

What has surprised you most about 
Lower Manhattan?  
How many of my friends actually who 
work here have nothing to do with 
finance! It’ll be great when happy  
hour season is upon us. 

Can you tell us about an undiscovered 
or overlooked treasure you have come 
across here? 
The public art. Lower Manhattan is like  
an open-air art gallery. We have Koons, 
Louise Nevelson, Dubuffet, R.M. Fischer, 
di Suvero and so much more. The art  
history major inside me smiles every  
time I walk by one of these masterpieces. 

There is so much to do in Lower  
Manhattan – how do you advise  
people to tackle it all?  
Good question! That’s exactly why the 
Downtown Alliance created a new walking 
map that includes itineraries for 1 day, 
2 days and “On the Water.” I think it’s 
important to make the planning of a visit 
anywhere as easy as possible and for 
visitors to be able to choose the things 
they are most interested in seeing. Do your 
research, listen to your gut, and see or do 
the things that will make you the happiest.  

Do you have a favorite lunch spot  
in Lower Manhattan?
There are so many to choose from and  
so many new places opening in the next 
few months. Depending on what I am  
in the mood for, I love the restaurants 
along Stone Street for the atmosphere  
and Delmonico’s. I’m also an oyster  
addict, so I’m really excited for the  
opening of Pier A. 

What do you do in your free time? 
I eat, travel, photograph and beach.  
In the winter, I’ll also ski. That pretty  
much sums me up.

Can you tell us how the River To River 
Festival began and how it has evolved? 
River To River began in 2002 by founding 
partners American Express, the Port  
Authority of New York and New Jersey,  
the Alliance for Downtown New York,  
Arts Brookfield, Battery Park City Authority, 
South Street Seaport, and us (Lower  
Manhattan Cultural Council). Its goal 
was to encourage visitors and inspire 
residents and workers in Lower Manhat-
tan. Today, the festival is committed to 
celebrating the changing neighborhoods 
and built environment Downtown as a 
partnership between the public, private 
and arts sectors. 

What’s new this year? 
In 2014, we’re focused a lot on the social 
aspect of an arts festival – making sure 
there are opportunities for artists and  
audiences to mingle during the day and 
later in the evening at our series of “R2R 
Living Rooms.” We’re offering a series 
of participatory journeys where you are 
responsible for downloading an app,  
gathering at a meeting point and going  
on a “sound walk.”

How is River To River different from  
other arts festivals? 
The surprising nature of the program-
ming, you don’t have to reserve tickets 
in advance. Also, 100% of it is free and 
much of it is outdoors. Another interesting 
aspect is the diversity of events through-
out the festival. There are world premieres 
and works-in-progress by artists who are 
working across all kinds of disciplines. 

What do you hope spectators and  
participants will come away with? 
We’re interested to see what audiences 
respond to – I hope that people are feeling 
adventuresome and walk away feeling curi-
ous to learn more about a site, artist, or art 
form and develop a renewed appreciation 
of Lower Manhattan’s distinct features.

As a location, how does Lower Manhattan 
itself contribute to the festival? 
River To River activates the district in unex-

pected ways. Events take place across the 
entire district, south of Chambers Street, 
in public parks, historic landmarks, on 
Governors Island, and along the waterfront. 
Lower Manhattan is emblematic of NYC’s 
history and future aspirations. 

We know LMCC has great plans  
for Governors Island—can you share 
what’s happening?
We have been working on the island since 
2010, and this past December the Trust  
for Governors Island awarded us the  
opportunity to expand our Arts Center. This 
will mean more space for artists to work, 
and more space to share their process, 
and projects with the public in the gallery, 
at Open Studios, and public performances. 

Some people may not immediately  
associate Lower Manhattan with  
culture and the arts. Why should they?
Because arts and culture are all around 
us! But seriously, this neighborhood has 
a rich legacy of artists collaborating, shar-
ing, living, and working. Many of the River 
To River artists are supported by LMCC 
through residency programs so they can 
both make and present their work down-
town. This, in combination with other cultural 
assets in the area — such as the new and 
old architecture, the creative technology 
companies who are making Downtown 
their home base, and the unique cuisine 
and retail — are all what make Lower  
Manhattan a vibrant cultural hub. 
The River to River Festival runs from June 19 - 29. 
Find out more at rivertorivernyc.com.

question
AND ANSWER

meet
STAFF

OUR

SAM MILLER

To read the full interviews visit  
blog.downtownny.com. }}

SARITA DAN

David J. Arena | Hon. Bill de Blasio| Peter Braus | Hon. Gale Brewer| Harry Bridgwood | Mark E. Brooks  
Hon. Margaret S. Chin  |  Betty Cohen | John Connorton, Jr. | Charles C. Dorego | K. Thomas Elghanayan 
David V. Fowler | Rachelle Friedman | Stephen J. Friedman | Timur F. Galen | Robert J. Giuffra, Jr. | Stanley E. Grayson 
Brett S. Greenberg | Francis J. Greenburger | Erik Horvat | Thomas M. Hughes | Richard T. Kennedy | Stephen Lefkowitz  

John “Janno” Lieber | Reverend Canon Anne Mallonee | Hon. Catherine McVay-Hughes | Ross F. Moskowitz  
Dr. Antonio Perez | Edward V. Piccinich | Peter Poulakakos | Mitchell E. Rudin | William C. Rudin | Frank J. Sciame  
Alan M. Scott | Michael Skidmore | Allan G. Sperling | Maria Torres-Springer | Hon. Scott M. Stringer | Kent M. Swig   
Matthew Van Buren 

Robert R. Douglass – Chairman | Jessica Lappin - President

ALLIANCE FOR DOWNTOWN NEW YORK | BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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* Effective January 2014, expanded continuous WiFi service available along Water Street, 
  Front Street and the East River Waterfront Esplanade from Whitehall to Fulton Streets.

Bike Rentals
*Also visit citibikenyc.com

Ferry Service

NY Downtown Hospital

Parking

PATH Station

Police Station

Restroom

Subway

Visitor Information Kiosk

Wireless Internet Access*

Bus stop routes between 
Warren Street and South 
Street Seaport

Lower Manhattan’s FREE bus service

Daily service runs from 10 AM to 7:30 PM.
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