
D O W N T O W N  D I A L O G U E
THE POST-9/11 TRIUMPH OF LOWER MANHATTAN 

By Liz Berger

Lower Manhattan is back—and better 
than ever.

On September  11,  20 01,  t he  wors t 
ter ror ist  at tack ever  on Amer ican so i l 
took 2,752  l ives in  Lower Manhat tan. 
F o u r t e e n  m i l l i o n  s q u a r e  f e e t  o f 
commercial of f ice space were damaged 
o r  d e s t r o y e d .  S i x t y - f i v e  t h o u s a n d 
j o b s  w e r e  l o s t  o r  r e l o c a t e d .  M o r e 
t han  2 0 ,0 0 0  r e s i d e n t s  we r e  a t  l e as t 
temporarily displaced.

The stor y of  9 /11 is  g lobal,  but  i t  is 
a lso personal .    Ten years  ago,    I  was 
standing in front of PS 234 talking to J.C. 
Chmie l ,  another  parent ,  when a l l  o f  a 
sudden I looked up, thinking, “Do planes 
usually  f ly that low?” Forty-f ive seconds 
later, all of us ran into the school.  It was 
the end of life as we knew it, although we 
didn’t know that until later. 

But, even in those first incomprehensible 
m i n u t e s ,  b e f o r e  t h e  s c o p e  a n d  t h e 
depth of the hor ror became c lear,    the 
bes t  o f  t he  c ommun i t y— and qu ick ly, 
of  New York City—was there: parents, 
teachers, neighbors in the school to vote 
(it was Pr imar y Elect ion Day),  and the 
incomparable Principal Anna Switzer, all 
supporting each other and our kids.                

Outs ide,  passersby d i rec ted t raf f ic 
w h e n  t h e  s i g n a l s  f a i l e d ,  m e r c h a n t s 
w e l c o m e d  p e d e s t r i a n s  i n t o  t h e i r 
storef ronts,  neighbors and col leagues 
banded  togethe r  as  t hey  de te r m ined 
where to go and what to do.  

  I t  w a s  m o n t h s — i n  s o m e  c a s e s , 
y e a r s — b e f o r e  m a ny  o f  u s  r e t u r n e d 
home.   But  we d id,  determined to jo in 
w i t h  L o w e r  M a n h a t t a n ’ s  p r o p e r t y 
ow ne r s ,  bus ine s s e s ,  m e rc han t s  and 
e lec ted leadership to  rebui ld  what  we 
had lost.   

A decade later,  September 11th was 
a day of  mourn ing and remembrance, 
b u t  t h e r e  i s  s o l a c e  a n d  j o y  i n  o u r 
community’s recovery and resurgence.

 Ten years  ago,  many doubted that 
L o w e r  M a n h a t t a n  h a d  a  f u t u r e ,  b u t 
today, those doubts have been replaced 
by enthusiasm and exc i tement.  Lower 
Manhat t an  i s  one  o f  New Yor k  C i t y ’s 
h o t t e s t  c o m m e r c i a l ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d 
tour ism dest inat ions, a whole new kind 
o f  p lace in  wh ich  to  l i ve,  work ,  s tudy 
and visit. To mark the 10th anniversary, 
the  Downtown A l l iance has produced 

a  c omprehens ive  rev iew o f  a l l  t ha t ’s 
happened, The State of Lower Manhattan 
2011, and I urge you to take a look at this 
report online.

  T h e  p r o o f  o f  L o w e r  M a n h a t t a n ’s 
asc endanc e  i s  as  c lea r  as  t he  r i s ing 
s tee l  o f  1  Wor l d  Trade  C ente r  and  4 
World Trade Center, which have already 
t rans fo rmed our  c i t y ’s  sk y l ine.  When 
these arch i tec tura l  i cons open w i th in 
the nex t three years, they wi l l  become 
par t of a business distr ict that has more 
brand-new, high-tech, green commercial 
and res ident ia l  o f f ice space than any 
other in the country.

  Bus ines s  and  f am i l y,  h i s to r y  and 
innovation, global and local, the biggest 
b u i l d i n g s  o n  t h e  s m a l l e s t  s t r e e t s  – 
t hese  a re  t he  exc i t i ng  c ont ras t s  t ha t 
make  Lower  Manhat t an  un ique.    Add 
t r ip le  the  number  o f  ho te ls  that  were 
here on September  10,  20 01,  s ix  new 
p r i m a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  i n 
the last  two years alone, and 307 new 
c o m p a n i e s  i n  a  r a p i d l y  a n d  h a p p i l y 
diversifying economy, and it ’s clear that 
wh i l e  t he re ’s  s t i l l  much  to  do,  Lower 
M anhat t an  w i l l  c ont inue  to  g row and 
f lourish.

L i z  B e r g e r  i s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e 
Downtown All iance. To download a copy 
of The State of Lower Manhat tan 2011, 
go to http://www.downtownny.com/solm. 
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