
I just went to my 30th college reunion, 
y e t  I  s t i l l  o r g a n i z e  m y  y e a r  b y  t h e 
schoo l  ca lendar !    Just  as  I ’m set t l ing 
into Lower Manhat tan’s great  summer 
routines—eating al fresco with an af ter-
dinner stroll along the Battery Park City 
esplanade, snagging a lounger on the 
fantast ic Pier 15, tak ing a fer r y r ide to 
Governors Is land, enjoy ing a River To 
River concert—fall is fast approaching.

Summer vacation is over with a sigh, 
and  s tudent s  o f  a l l  ages  a re  back  to 
the books in Lower Manhat tan.  As the 
fal l semester begins, more than 53,000 
students— from toddlers just star ting out 
to adults resuming their studies—have 
returned to c lasses in schools al l  over 
the district. 

T h e  u n d e r -1 8  c r o w d  i s  g r o w i n g 
i n  L o w e r  M a n h a t t a n .   I n  a  2 0 1 0 
Downtown A l l iance sur vey, 76 percent 
o f  h o u s e h o l d s  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  s a i d 
t he  qua l i t y  o f  ne ighbo r ho od  sc ho o ls 
was  a  key  f ac to r  i n  t he i r  dec i s i on  to 
l i ve  he re .  Sou th  o f  Chamber s  S t ree t 
a lone,  there  a re  8 , 20 0 pup i l s  in  n ine 
preschools, eight elementary and middle 
s c h o o l s ,  a n d  s i x  h i g h  s c h o o l s .  F o r 
k indergar teners through f i f th graders, 
not only are there the well - regarded PS 
8 9,  PS 276 , PS 3 97  and  PS 23 4 — my 
children’s alma mater—but other options 
as wel l ,  inc luding the Blue School and 
Léman Manhattan Preparatory School.

There’s  more on the hor izon.   Nex t 
y e a r,  t h e  L o w e r  M a n h a t t a n  b r a n c h 
o f  t h e  M a n d e l l  S c h o o l  w i l l  o p e n  o n 
Broad St reet .   And,  i t ’s  back to future 
fo r  the  long -awai ted Peck S l ip  pub l ic 
e lementar y school,  scheduled to open 
i n  2 015  o n l y  a  f e w  b l o c k s  f r o m  t h e 
city ’s f irst public school: New York Free 
School No. 1 opened  in 1806, with 42 
pupi ls packed into a t iny apar tment on 
Bancker  S t reet  (now Madison St reet) 
near Pearl.  We’ve come a long way.

A  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t o r y  i s  t h a t  L o w e r 
Manhat tan has become a college town. 
P a c e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  N Y U ’s  S c h o o l  o f 
Continuing and Professional Studies and 
the Borough of  Manhat tan Communit y 
Col lege alone enrol l  more than 40,000 
students here. Pace has three dorms—
h o u s i n g  1 , 2 0 0  s t u d e n t s —  a n d  i s 
bu i l d ing  t wo  more,  on  B roadway  and 
on Beekman St reet ,  to  house another 

1,200. The university also has plans for 
an undergraduate per forming arts center 
w i th  a  f i r s t - f l oo r  theate r,  open to  the 
community for special per formances, on 
William Street.  

A l l  t o l d ,  t h e r e  a r e  1 0  c o l l e g e s 
a n d  u n i ve r s i t i e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b e l o w 
Chambers Street.   This academic year 
marks an espec ia l ly  b ig  mi lestone for 
B M C C ,  w h i c h  l a u n c h e d  t h e  c u r r e n t 
semester with the reopening of Fiterman 
Hall, 11 years after the destruction of the 
or ig ina l  bui ld ing in  the at tacks on the 
World Trade Center. With 80 classrooms, 
s t a te - o f - the - a r t  c onfe renc e  spac e,  a 
cafe and street- level ar t gallery, the new 
15-story Fiterman Hall, designed by Pei 
Cobb Freed and Partners, is a symbol of 
our community’s dramatic resurgence. 

I  g r e w  u p  i n  N e w  Yo r k  C i t y,  a n d 
at tended PS 40 in  the 19 60s;  famous 
graduates  inc lude Dav id  A xe l rod and 
Tr ibeca’s  own Drew N ieporent .   Back 
in  t he  day,  k indergar ten  was  a l l  p lay 
and learning to sit st i l l.  Reading wasn’t 
t aught  unt i l  f i r s t  g rade,  s t a r t ing  w i th 
D ick and Jane —yes!   rea l ly ! — and,  at 
our school, quickly progressing to Bank 
Street readers. To this day, I remember 
the f irst sentence I mastered:  “People 
l i ve  i n  c ommun i t i es .”   A s  I  t h ink  you 
know, i t  is a phrase that has stuck with 
me for all of my life.  
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