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One hundred and ten years ago, the first underground line of the New York City 
Subway opened on October 27, 1904. In 1910, the great lost public temple of 
Pennsylvania Station was erected.  In 1913, Grand Central Station took its iconic 
place in New Yorkers’ lives and imaginations.

Writing for the New York Times in 2012, Michael Kimmelman noted: “to pass 
through Grand Central Terminal, one of New York’s exalted public spaces, is an 
ennobling experience, a gift.”

The opening of the Fulton Center heralds another great development in our 
transportation history. This new station will soon become a significant hub in its 
own right. It will radically reinvent and uplift the commuting experience for more 
than 300,000 daily transit riders in Lower Manhattan. The station house, with 
a soaring light-filled interior and 66,000 square feet of retail and office space, 
reaches down into the Manhattan schist and rationalizes the intersection of 
the 4/5, 2/3, A/C, J/Z and R lines. This hub is solving problems left over from a 
century ago when the IRT, BMT, and IND companies competed and didn’t connect.

Fulton Center serves as a marquee among the $6.4 billion of post-9/11 
investments in enhanced transit and transportation infrastructure in Lower 
Manhattan. The coming months will usher in a new golden age of transit in New 
York, one concentrated in Lower Manhattan. The scope of the investment---- and 
the dramatic transformation it has made for those who take the subway, PATH, 
ferry, bus or Citi Bike to the one square mile below Chambers Street in Lower 
Manhattan----is of a scale not seen in New York since those halcyon days of public 
transit investment in the early 20th century.  Just a block away from Fulton Center, 
and connected by a new underground walkway, the Santiago Calatrava- designed 
World Trade Center Transportation Hub will be making a game-changing statement 
as well in late 2015. The dramatic winged complex will connect the interstate PATH 
train and 9 NYC subway lines. Surrounding the hub will be 350,000 square feet of 
magnetic retail and dining experiences.  Additionally, the WTC station will be linked 
with Battery Park City’s Brookfield Place to the west by an underground concourse, 
which opened a year ago. This will, for the first time,  make for a seamless East 
West connection across most of Lower Manhattan. 

These two projects are the most visible investments remaking the transportation 
landscape of Lower Manhattan.  They do come with a steep price tag, but their 
benefits are real and will be measured over generations. Investments in public 
transportation on this scale confer lasting dignity and elevate the daily commuting 
experience of millions and, just as importantly, they provide lifeblood for the 
economy of the area, city and the region.














