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It's summertime at last, and the streets of Lower Manhattan 
are full of visitors, workers, residents and others seeking 
out the hustle and bustle of New York City's most exciting 
neighborhood. It's been a delight to see so many people 
enjoying our restaurants, bars, public plazas and shopping 
centers even on the stickiest days. I've been seeing throngs 
of people licking ice cream cones on street corners, sipping 
iced coffees on tree-shaded benches and indulging at some 

of our finest establishments' outdoor tables. Our parks and public plazas are full of 
beautiful trees and flowers, adding a pop of color to already vibrant spaces. 

Summer downtown is, as they say, a vibe, and an excellent one at that. 

Here at the Downtown Alliance, we're working hard to keep the good times going 
through fall. In June, we hosted our first in-person Dine Around Downtown community 
food festival since the start of the pandemic. 35 Lower Manhattan restaurants offered 
up a selection of delectable menu items and mocktails to an impressive crowd of nearly 
10,000 downtown workers, residents and visitors. A big thank-you to everyone who 
came out and supported our local eateries, and a round of applause to the participating 
kitchens for keeping people fed and happy all afternoon long — and stay tuned for more 
information about our upcoming fall event, Lunch Box, which will launch in October.

Also in June, the Alliance teamed up once again with En Garde Arts to present 
Downtown Stories: a performing arts collaboration comprising two fictional walking 
tours that traversed the streets of Lower Manhattan as well as a theater piece in 
the oldest Methodist church in the country. The performances netted an impressive 
audience and even got written up in the New York Times.  

And in early July, we launched the "Art Is All Around" campaign, which highlights 
the public art in Lower Manhattan. Thanks to informative placards featured on all 
170 of our Big Belly trash cans, pedestrians will have the opportunity to explore the 
neighborhood's living gallery and learn more about the artists and patrons that help 
decorate our streets. It's a fun way for all of us to get to know Lower Manhattan better.

We've got more coming up this summer, including an outdoor film series at Fosun Plaza, 
in collaboration with Fosun and Alamo Drafthouse, and an even more stacked schedule 
when the weather starts to cool. In the meantime, there's so much to eat, see and 
explore (and did we mention, eat?) in Lower Manhattan, and summer is the perfect time 
to do all of it. We've included our guides to the best ice cream and tree-shaded spots in 
the neighborhood in this newsletter to help you get started, so slap on some sunscreen, 
stay hydrated and head out there — I look forward to getting back in touch with you in 

the fall.

Sincerely,

F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T

DEAR NEIGHBOR

DID YOU KNOW?… 
Lower Manhattan is surrounded by  

water on three sides! A walk through  

the neighborhood can net you sightings  

of the Hudson River, East River and the  

New York Harbor. Brookfield Place is a  

particularly fun waterside spot — you  

can drink or dine on the patio and enjoy  

a lovely Hudson view. 

SUMMER SNAPSHOT
The Oculus beer garden, located at the corner of Church and Vesey streets, 
serves up craft beers, wines from upstate, snacks, a panoramic street-level 
view of Lower Manhattan and the vibrant mural created by artist Eduardo 
Kobra. It reopened in 2022 with a fresh new look.
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WHAT'S UP
DOWNTOWN
Art Is All Around Campaign Highlights  
Public Art  In Lower Manhattan
New York City is home to some of the most impressive art museums 

in the world, with everything on view from ancient Egyptian temples to 

Renaissance masterpieces to Andy Warhol's Campbell soup cans. But you 

don't have to hit the subway and pay museum admission just to see great 

art. You might not immediately think of Lower Manhattan as an art lover’s 

paradise. But the walkable square mile south of Chambers Street is, in 

fact, a grand, open-air museum, with dozens of permanent and temporary 

installations of large-scale sculpture and public art. Dubuffet, Koons and 

Noguchi are just a few of the famous artists whose masterpieces have 

found a home here.

To celebrate all the public art Lower Manhattan has to offer, this summer 

the Alliance launched a new campaign that highlights some of the 

neighborhood's best pieces and celebrates downtown as one of the city's 

premier arts and culture hubs. Dubbed "Art Is All Around," the campaign 

features 23 pieces of art, including Jasper's Split Star by Frank Stella; 

Eyes, by Louise Bourgeois; and Keith Haring's Figure Balancing on a Dog. 

You can spot informational ads about these pieces on the Big Belly trash 

cans in the neighborhood, as well as on thelight pole banners. The ads 

are located within a few blocks of the art pieces they feature, so you'll be 

able to stroll over and check them out IRL once you're done reading up 

on them.

The campaign runs through mid-November; you can find out 

more about Lower Manhattan's public art on our website.

The Alliance Teams Up With Alamo Drafthouse 
and Fosun Plaza to Present Outdoor Summer 
Movies You Can Move To

Big outdoor movie nights are a beloved New York City summer tradition 
for a reason — there’s nothing like lugging out the old picnic blanket 
to take in a flick under the stars. And this summer, the Downtown 
Alliance has teamed up with Alamo Drafthouse and Fosun to bring Lower 
Manhattanites Wednesday-night screenings at Fosun Plaza (28 Liberty 
Street), featuring a slate of films that’ll have everyone hopping off that 
aforementioned picnic blanket for intermittent dance breaks. 

The series, dubbed "Dancing Under the Stars: Three Movies You Can 
Move To," kicked off on July 13, with 300 movie-goers in attendance for 
a screening of Dirty Dancing. But don't worry, there are still two more 
movies to come.

Wednesday, 8/24 @ 7 p.m. — La La Land 
Wednesday, 9/21 @ 7 p.m. — In the Heights

Note that all screenings are scheduled for 7 p.m., with plaza seating 
open at 6:30 p.m. Fosun is providing seats for the blanket-less, and 
Alamo will have some popcorn at the ready, though you’re also welcome 
to bring your own food and drinks. Alamo will also have posters and their 
printing press at the plaza if you want to leave with some funky movie 
merch. No need to register in advance — just mark the dates in your 
calendar and let your buddies know on the group text ASAP.
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Big Gay Ice Cream  
(207 Front Street)  

Take home a pint if you’d rather 
savor from your living room with the 
curtains drawn and A/C on max.

Eataly Downtown  
(4 World Trade Center)  

Smooth and flavorful gelato and 
sorbet is conveniently next to Eataly 
Downtown’s coffee bar.

Five Guys  
(80 Maiden Lane)  

Simple yet effective milkshakes 
are perfect solo or alongside that 
signature burger and fries.

Van Leeuwen  
(224 Front Street)  

Classic flavors with a twist  
and vegan options galore.

Häagen-Dazs  
(200 Broadway)  

When they’re out of your favorite 
flavor at the grocery store and you 
just want something nostalgic. 

L’arte del Gelato  
(185 Greenwich Street, Oculus main fl.) 

Sicilian-style gelato to relish while 
admiring the Oculus’ architecture  
or walking through. 

Mister Dips  
(Pier 17)  

Sleek burger joint offers soft-serve 
that comes in dipped, seasonal 
flavors and even boozy varieties.

Red Mango  
(111 Fulton Street)  

A reliable local haunt, serving up juicy 
fruit smoothies and frozen yogurt.

Scoops and Snacks  
(26 Cedar Street)  

Traditional ice cream parlor features 
rotating flavors and gluten-free 
options.

Shake Shack  
(200 Broadway, upstairs at  
Fulton Subway Station)  

When traditional milkshakes are  
too basic, get the flavor of the week 
and enjoy.

10 Tasty Ice Creams to Cool You Downtown

Enjoying a cone or cup of excellent ice cream is an appropriate decision for  
any day, especially when perusing Lower Manhattan’s streets in July, when  
the creamy good stuff is just the thing for braving the scorching heat waves.  
Here’s our list of cool dessert shops around the neighborhood.

Where to Find the Best Tree-Filled Spaces in 
Lower Manhattan

It’s finally summer, which means that hot and heavy days are upon us.  
While it’s great to get a dose of sunshine, sometimes you need a cool, shady 
spot to post up in as a respite from the July and August rays. The good news 
is, Lower Manhattan has lots of inviting tree-filled spaces for you to curl up in 
on a hot lunch break, downtown visit or steamy Saturday. Here are  

some options.

Bowling Green 
The city’s oldest public park is one of its loveliest summer spots, with a slew 
of London Planetrees providing deep shade. It’s also a fairly picturesque 
spot, with 1500 deep-red Caliente geraniums circulating the center fountain 
and backdropped by the Alexander Hamilton U.S. Custom House, which was 
designed by Woolworth Building architect Cass Gilbert.

Water Street Elevated Acre 
This delightful secluded park is one of our favorite outdoor spots in the 
neighborhood, made all the more enjoyable thanks to densely planted native 
and introduced tree species. The trees happen to attract songbirds, which 
help sound-track the acre’s incredible views of the East River, Brooklyn and 
Queens.

South Cove Park 
This lush water-adjacent oasis in Battery Park City has an enviable collection 
of trees and shrubs, including large Cedars of Lebanon that shade the 
walkway.

Coenties Slip 
This intimate rest area is shaded by a large Linden tree and decorated 
with a dozen round containers planted with colorful annuals and sweetbay 
magnolia, a lemon-scented, multi-stemmed native tree.
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Paul C. – New York Wine  
Exchange (9 Broadway)

Raised in Bombay, Paul moved to the states  
as a young man with $500 in his pocket  
(which he borrowed). He came here with a 
college education but nevertheless needed 
to work as a gas station attendant, a pizza 

delivery driver and a car wash employee to get by. When his wife became 
pregnant, he was told to go home. He stayed and built the NY Wine 
Exchange. His motto is “never give up.”

Mena M. – Ryan Maguire’s 
(28 Cliff Street)

Born and raised in western Ireland, Mena  
went to fashion school in Dublin and eventually 
came to the states for three months. While 
visiting, she just so happened to meet her 
husband at a dance. They married in Ireland 

two years later, then came back to America to realize their dream of owning 
and running their own bar and restaurant. And they make an amazing 
Shepherd’s pie!  

Lev Z. – Xpress Pharmacy  
(99 Nassau Street)

Lev loves being in business for himself.  
He has resisted the negative impact of the 
large pharmaceutical chains because he is 
devoted to customer service and has loyal 
customers who won’t go anywhere else, and, 

as a result has become a reliably friendly face that everyone recognizes.

Antonella S. – Pisillo  
(97 Nassau Street)

Antonella grew up in a small village in  
southern Italy. When she met her husband  
he had a desire to move to New York, and 
so she said that they should. They opened a 
pizzeria together, but eventually switched to a 

sandwich shop since the delivery times made it easier for them to care for 
their three kids. Antonella’s charm is infectious, and her sandwiches  
are delicious!

The Battery  
Battery Park has an abundance of native trees, with species including 
witch hazel, persimmon, and large-leaved magnolias. As an added bonus, 
the park is also home to  an active beehive whose residents pollinate the 
surrounding fruiting plants.

Elizabeth Berger Plaza 
This relative newcomer offers a diverse palette of trees, including the  
bald cypress, a native deciduous conifer that thrives in wetlands as well as 
stressful urban conditions. Other notable trees providing sun respite are 
Ginkgo, Kousa dogwood, swamp white oak and shrubs- including viburnum, 
several types of hydrangea and lilac, as well as Japanese painted fern  
and flowering perennials. In short, it’s a truly beautiful spot to soak up  
some shade. 

Meet the Local Business Owners Who Inspired 
“Downtown Stories”

In June, the Alliance teamed up with En Garde Arts for "Downtown 
Stories," a theatrical series comprising two daily fictional walking tours 
that combined the area’s rich history with imaginative storylines, as well 
as a nightly doc umentary theater piece by playwright Rogelio Martinez. 
That piece, "Sidewalk Stories," was inspired by interviews with real Lower 
Manhattan business owners. Such as …
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ALLIANCE  
UPDATES
The Alliance had a busy spring and early summer. In June, we teamed 
up with En Garde Arts to run Downtown Stories,  a month-long series of 
performances inspired by the people and places of Lower Manhattan.  
The series netted an impressive audience and even got written up in the 
New York Times, among other outlets.

Also in May and June, we sponsored the public art piece, “moonGARDEN,” 
which was on display at 85 Broad through June 8.  “MoonGARDEN” 
consisted of three oversized, multicolored orbs that housed shadowy 
silhouettes of urban park life. Visitors could witness those silhouettes 
coming to life after dark, when the orbs were lit up, making for a unique 
and immersive experience. The installation marked the sixth public art 
activation that the Downtown Alliance has brought to Lower Manhattan’s 
public plazas over the past three years; keep your eyes peeled for new and 
exciting installations in the fall and winter seasons.

In April, we launched LM Live, the Alliance's new programming series 
featuring individuals and organizations from Lower Manhattan in 

conversation on topics about entrepreneurship, current events, the 
future of work and career advancement. So far we've hosted some great 
events, including a panel on New York's sustainable future in the face 
of climate change and a conversation with Director of State Operations 
Kathryn Garcia, as well as a Pride Month screening of the '90s cult 

classic queer film "But I'm a Cheerleader" at Alamo 
Drafthouse. There's a lot more to come when LM Live 
events resume in the fall — to learn about the upcoming 
lineup, sign up for our newsletter.

Last but not least, things are heating up with Dine Around Downtown.  
In June, we hosted our first live community food festival since the start 
of the pandemic, with 35 restaurants on hand to serve up tasty bites 
and mocktails to approximately 10,000 attendees. The event was a lot 
of fun and a great precursor to Lunch Box, an upcoming community food 
festival the Dine Around team will be hosting on October 13. More  
details to come, but be sure to mark your calendars, and get ready to 
come hungry. 
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FREE! 
Donations support The Barrio Fridge +
the Downtown restaurant community.

Presented by:

Luke’s Lobster 
Thursday, August 4, 4:00 PM 

Register at Downtownny.com/dinearound 

Learn to Cook with  

Lower Manhattan Chefs!

A Cook-Along Series Hosted by Rocco DiSpirito ALLIANCE FOR DOWNTOWN NEW YORK | BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Hon. Eric Adams | Rev. Michael A. Bird | Ben Brown | Betty Cohen |  
Tom Costanzo | K. Thomas Elghanayan | Ekene Ezulike | David V. Fowler |  
Brett S. Greenberg | Francis J. Greenburger | Daniel Haimovic | Thomas Hughes | 
Jonathan Iger | Jeff Katz | Marvin Krislov | Sarah Miyazawa LaFleur |  
Hon. Brad S. Lander | Hon. Mark Levine | Hon. Christopher Marte |  
Nicholas Martin | Josh Marwell | Tammy Meltzer | Ross Moskowitz |  
Jeremy Moss | Dr. Anthony Munroe | Dan Palino | Edward V. Piccinich |  
Peter Poulakakos | Cynthia Rojas Sejas | Joel Rosen | Todd Schwartz |  
Frank J. Sciame | Allan G. Sperling | Brian R. Steinwurtzel | Kent M. Swig |  
Matthew Van Buren | John Wheeler | Jolene Yeats    

Ric Clark, Chair  |  Jessica Lappin, President  

FIND OUT WHAT’S GOING ON IN LOWER MANHAT TAN

downtownny.com   @downtownnyc
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Four Questions With 
Rocco DiSpirito

Can you talk a little bit about 
how you got involved with Dine 
Around Downtown and what it 
has meant to you, especially as 
restaurants have been getting 
back on their feet during the 
pandemic?

The reason I'm working with  
[Dine Around team Craig Raia, 
Shelley Menaged and Ron Dijon] 
is thanks to a goat that I brought 
into a fifth grade class about  
15 years ago as part of a James 
Beard Foundation program  
called Spoons Across America. 
Shelley was running it — it was 
an in-school program where  
chefs brought in farmers and  
food producers; cooked dishes, 
and did demonstrations, as  
well as brought kids into their 
restaurants to expose them to 
the food industry. And one day, 
I brought a goat in and milked it 
and made cheese in front of the 

kids, right in their classroom,  
and that was a Shelley  
production with me. Whenever 
she calls, I think of that goat in 
that fifth grade class at Mott  
Hall in the Bronx. It's always a 
wonderful memory. I'm always 
thrilled to work with her.

It's been really like a metronome. 
Craig and Shelley are like the 
metronome of my pandemic 
life, the really dependable and 
focused and strong producers  
of a little show that they came  
up with that I've really enjoyed 
being a part of. There's nothing 
more satisfying for a chef than 
teaching. We are full-time  
teachers and part-time chefs. 
If you ask any chef, that's what 
they'll tell you. They teach more 
than they cook.

This was a project that was  
absolutely worth the time and  
effort and was impactful.

How have the restaurants  
responded?

The response from my  
point of view has been  
overwhelmingly positive.  
I think for them, it's been a 
very low lift, and a lot of great 
exposure, especially because 
it's micro-focused to people in 
their neighborhoods and in their 
community and their immediate 
community. Chefs get a lot of 
general exposure on social media 
and in the press, but it's very 
infrequent that an organization 
like Downtown comes along and 
says, "Hey, we know how to reach 
out to 20,000 of your immediate 
neighbors who will actually come 
in and support you in one way or 
another. And we're going to teach 
them how to do it, tell them how 
to do it, and give them the links 
and give them the resources, and 
help them be very helpful to you.

I think for some chefs, this has 
been a lifeline. Especially in the 
early days of pandemic.

How important is eating  
local and supporting your  
local restaurants?

In times of crisis, we often think 
about these large foundations 
and make donations or do what 
we can to help them, while people 
right next to us are in trouble. We 
miss those people sometimes. 
Instead of just focusing on donat-
ing to large foundations, when 
you're in a community like down-
town Manhattan, one that's so 
populous, so vibrant, there's so 
much energy and usually so much 
need, it makes a lot of sense to 
reach out directly and try to make 
a difference locally. You can have 
a really big impact. 

I live in this community. I love this 
community. I've chosen it as my 

home for almost 15 years.  
Actually much longer. I've just 
been in my current home for 
about 15 years. I think it's one 
of the most exciting and colorful, 
vibrant, diverse, strong, beautiful 
areas of New York City.

In June you did a live event  
for the first time since the  
start of the pandemic, the  
Dine Around Downtown  
community food festival.  
Can you talk a little bit about 
what it was like to see all these 
restaurants back out in the  
community?

I think thrilled is the one  
word we could use. We were 
thrilled with the turnout,  
thrilled with the chefs, thrilled 
with the quality of food, thrilled 
with the energy, the vibe. There 
was no question people missed 
this event and love this event 
and have nostalgic, warm, gooey, 
sweet, delicious feelings about 
this event. Everyone I ran into 
was just like, "So happy you're 
back. So nice to see you. Oh, I'm 
so thrilled this is back in my work 
community." Just an outpouring 
of really good feelings about the 
event that made me thrilled to  
be a part of it.

I hope this event continues 
well beyond our lifetimes and 
it becomes a legacy event for 
Downtown Alliance. It's beloved 
and needed, and especially this 
year. The pent-up demand was 
palpable. The excitement for this 
was so real and so measurable. 
Just a quick glance across the 
Plaza and you could tell people 
were thrilled to be there.

For the last few years, celebrity chef and television personality Rocco 
DiSpirito has hosted Dine Around Downtown: Cooking at Home Edition,  
a virtual series featuring chefs from Lower Manhattan restaurants who 
cook up signature recipes and share tips for crafting everything from  
complex gastronomic delights to go-to comfort foods. The series was a 
2020 innovation in an effort to support local restaurants who suffered 
financial losses during the early months of the Covid-19 pandemic. Two 
years later, it's still going strong, though we've now thrown two live events 
— the annual Dine Around Downtown Community Food Festival, which  
returned in June, and the upcoming Lunch Box event on October 13 — 
back into the mix.

We caught up with Rocco to learn a little about his  
involvement with Dine Around, and why it's so essential to 
support local restaurants in tough times as well as good 
ones. You can also catch him on your computer screen on 
August 4 for a Dine Around Downtown: Cooking at Home 

episode with Luke's Lobster; register here for tickets.

BACKPAGE 
INTERVIEW:


